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3. Jambudvipsi:

Six by six, less two thousand yojanas,
Is the extent of the middle khanda,
It goes by the name Ilavrta;

All that is said is from authoritative texts.

While describing Jambudvipa, a description of
Ilavrta is_first taken up because it is the mid point of
Jambudvipa. Its measurement is given as 6 x6-2 = 34
thousand Yojanas* It is almost a square as described
in the previous section. Its bounding mountains bend
to some extent towards the Meru.

All round the Ilavrta Khanda
The remaining eight varsas are situated;

These are Bhadrasva and Ketumala^

Each one measures thirty one thousand yojanas,

Adding, count, to the east and to the west.

In the two quotations given above, we see that
the words 'Varsa3 and 'Khanda are used as though
they were synonymous.   Really it is not so; it
is just usage. Reasonable thinking will show that
c Khanda5 is only part of a ^Varsa5. The Vayu Pur ana
says,  "Samudrajalasambhinnam khandam khandi
Icrtam smrtam", and "Plaksa khandah Kimpuruse35
"Sumahan nandanopamah; "Varse Kimpuruse punye
Plakso madhuvahah subhah^. (1. A part of the earth,
distinct from others by virtue of being surrounded by
oceans, is a khanda. 2. In the Kimpurusa Varsa,
Plaksa jKhanda is beautiful like Nandanavana. In the
auspicious kimpurusa Varsa there are Tiaksa5 trees se-
creting pure honey.) From this example it may be con-
cluded that there are distinct khandas in the varsas of
Jambudvipa.

To the east of Ilavrta is Bhadrasvavarsa and to the
west, Ketumalavarsa. Each of the two measures thirty
one thousand yojanas. But the circular Jambudvipa is
said to be one lakh yojanas in diameter. That is why